Prestonsburg High School All State Football Players

Franklin Delano “SET" Branham
1947

““Set’” Brahham was Prestonshurg's first ail
state footbali player in 1947, The agite halfback,
who was acclaimed one of Kehtucky's ail-time
runners, scored 127 points in nine games and the
highiight -of the ’47 season was in the Flcod
Bowl Classic in Pineville in which the Blackcats
came from behind to win, 28-21,

tate in the game, “Set” almost caused Coach
John Eibner to have a heart attack, when he fad-
ed back to aitempt a field goal. “Set” had never
kicked a fleid goal in his life . . . here gees our
game, mused Elbner, frantic, but unable to do
anything about it,

But, alas, from a difficult angle “Set’ split
the uprights. Net by placekick, eifter; he drop-
kicked It twenty-ning yards,

“Set” played three years with the University
of Utah, where he was’ an AllSkyline conference
halfback for two years. He later played in the
Canadian Professional fooibail league” with the
Regina Rough Riders of Saskatchewan.

John Delmar Hughes
1951-1952

lobn Peimar Hughes was the second Blackeat
to make the Kentucky high school ail-state foot-
ball team. -

" Delmar was an albstate gquarterback In 1951
and 1952 and was named the ocuistanding player
In the '51 Recreatlon Bow! Game in M1 Sterting.

in 28 games at Prestonsburg high, Beimar com-
pleted 271 of 397 passes for 3,401 yards and 51
went for touchdowns. He scored 25 touchdowns
and kicked 67 extra points for a three-year fotal
of 217 points.

He iater earned four lefters as a quarterback
on the University of Kentucky eleven.

Lowell Hughes
1934-1955

Three years after brother John Delmar had
graduated from Prestonsburg high, Llowell came
aleng to rewrite the majority of his big brother's
records, not counting the five games he played
as & freshman and the 30 points he scored
that yeatr.

Gutside of the freshman season, lowell passed
347 times with 225 completions for 3,482 yards.
36 of his passes went for touchdowns. He tal-
lied 46 touchdowns himself and kicked 46 extra
points for 262 counters,

He currently hoids the majority of Prestons-
burg high school scoring records. .

toweil was also named $he ouistanding player
in the 1954 Recreation Bow! Game In Mt. Ster-
ling. 2
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Dawahares-Kentucky High School Athletic Association

HALL OF FAME

Official Nomination Form

The Dawahares-Kentucky High School Atl’:tetchssociaﬂon Hall of Fame Is open to anyone who has played, officiated or administered high schoo! athletics at
any Kentucky high schoot, past or present, of ta anyone who has been of service to Kentucky high schoot athletics. (Please type all information), - -

'Name of Porson Nominated:

Estill "Eck"™ Branham

Nama of Individual Submitting Nomination:

Estill Branham(Nephew)

Address of Person Belng Neminated (or surviving relative if decaased):

360 Blue Level Boad

Address:

P.0. Box 1084

Bowling Green, Ky 42101

Prestonsburg, Ky 41653

Birthdate
December 27,1913

Phone

502/842-0979

Phone:

606/886-23140r 606/886-3392

Briefly List Spedﬂcl‘.mnplismm‘of HNominea {if coach mm coaching raconis).
Manager of East/West High School

Cammuis On Nomines:

1956_thur 1980
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'
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All nominations will be forwarded to tha Hall of Fame Selection Commitiee to be appointed by the President
of the Kentucky High Schiool Athletic Association Boand of Control,

KHSM Hall of Fama
1 Eligibllity, '
; Eligibllity for the KHSAA Hall'of Fames Ismased
<.onhigh schoal accomplishments and’ contibu-
;. tions only: Any player who has been out of high
* gchool- 10 years; of any coach; -administrator,or
»gfficialwho has disﬂngulshedmemselveslnmei
-respective field Is-eligible, Active coaches mus!
" under the‘age of 60 must have been inactive for-
three years to qualify, )

- Afyonae-can: nomlnate a person for the. Hali of

107 12 PPN

with 18 In 1995 and decreases by one eachyear

selaction committee ‘consisting of the KHSAA

. [:to pick the-inductees. Inductees will be notified o

- be' 60-years of age or older. Inactive coaches: [

: {Sectiunz Regions 5-8; etc);, . -

Fame. Nomination deadline is April 1. An official -
" KHSAA Hall of Fame nomination form must be- ;
- completed foreach nominee. Additionat Informa- -
" tion can aiso be submitted with the nomination:’

The number of liductees to be selected begins -

~untll the maximum number of 12 is reached. A

Board of Controlwill meet during M Iay inLexington:

thiair se!ecﬁoa following the May meeting and will'
be inducted the foliowing Marclvinconjunction wi
the Boys Sweeus basketbaﬂ mumament. o

Group Damographlcs

“Each group of inducteas mustinclude at least:
-five elther deceased or 65 years old or vider;
. -.one representative from. each'section (i
“Section one:consists: of basketball vegions 1-4

~the remainderofthe nomlnee; WtH be at-#arge"
seiecﬂons :

: Instructions.
<Al information on this form mustbe completed and-
“recaivad by - the-Kentucky High:School Athletic

to:
2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505
,Oncelhe nomination formis recaived by the KHSAA, -

" DawaharesKHSAA Hall of Fame. |

< ol aotions nesassary o the 3eloc§cr. progass

shall remaln confidential, Al informatior:submit-
ted shall be-retained by the Hall-of. Fame:. .
Please incitide:a fimited number-of nawspaper
clippings, magazine arficles “and.other; support-
*ive materials that would be helpful to. the Halt of
Fame Screaning Commitiee.

_ General Griterfa: .
Nominees must exemplity the highest standards
ofsportsmanshtp. ethical conductandmaratchar-
acler,
=~ Aliletes would: be former student-am!e!es who
" are belng nominated:for their achiévements in
*Interscholastic athietics, Coaches would.be con-

- sidered on the merits of their high school coach-
Ing achievements only and officials on the basis
- of thelr service as a high school offictal,

- Association before Aprit 1. The completed nomb- |-
"{ nation form and support materals should be sant.|. .

ALL CANDIDATES WILL BE JUDGED ON
THEIR SIGNIFICANT AND/OR LONG-TERM
CONT. RIBUTIONS 70 !NTERSCHOMSTIC
" ~ATHLETICS, - -




ESTILL "ECK" BRANHAM
PLAYING AND COACHING CAREER

Played Basketball and Football at Prestonsburg High School (4 Years)
Awards: All Conference Football-Junior and Senior year

Received Most Valuable Player award in Regional
Tournament in Basketball-Senior year

Captain Football and Basketball-Senior year

Graduated from Western Kentucky - 1938

1938-39 Wheatcroft (BRasketball)

1940 Van Lear (Basketball and Football)
1941 Sturges (Basketball and Football)
1942 Prestonsburg (Basketbali and Football)
1942~-45 United States Army

1946 Flemingsburg (Baseball! and: Basketball)

1947-48-49 Lyon County (Bakketball and:Baséball)
1950-51-52-53 Bourbon County (Basketball and Baseball)
1954-55~56-57 Winchester (Basketball and Baseball)
1957 thru 1968 Warren County (Football and Baseball)

Directed the East-West High School Football and Baseball Ali Star
Games, sponsored by the High School Coaches Association from 1956
te 1977,



ESTILL "gECK" BRANHAM

FELLOW COACHES

JOE ORR
RUSSELL WILLIAMS
RALPH DORSEY

COY MEADOWS

Ji# POWELL

JIM RICHARDS (WKY) ALUMNI PRES.

REYNOLDS (BUDDY) FLYNN

ROY WALTON TATES CREEK
ALVIS JOHNSON HARRODSBURG HIGH
HENIGER (Board Member)
MCQUIG (Board Member)

IRVIN, KENTUCKY
INEZ, KENTUCKY

CAVE CITY, KENTUCKY
GLASGOW, KENTUCKY
EDDYVILLE, KENTUCKY
BOWLING.GREEN, KENTUCKY
COVINGTON, KENTUCKY
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

-LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
‘EDDYVILLE, KENTUCKY

EDDYVILLE, KENTUCKY
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ting the job done. Ser

ily had a passed bali,
:ly atfowed a stolen base
| was a fine hitter and a
less base runner,

Tharles “Tzzy” Porter,
ays  intrigued  me
ause he was 3 hitch away
m being-a feared shugger.
zy" had-an Eric Davis-
s hitch which neutratized
1 on. the fastball. On
se occasions, when he

started his swing at the hips,

‘he was terrific:

Bill “Junior” Goebel had
it all as a baseball player. He
was an exceilent pitcher, a
longbaill  hitter as an out-
fielder. He was well known
ag a player who could throw
out runners from the out-
fietd wall.

- Bill was an relentiessly
aggtessive runner, If a team

showed the slightest nerves,

Bili was off and running. He

would simply run the bases®

as he pleased.

Paul Harmon was a big,
raw bone pitcher, who, with
Leor *Blue” Childers,
rounded out the piiching
staff. Paul was a fast ball,
curve ball pitcher. Blue was
a lanky tall lefthander, who
was deceptively fast and
had a great curve ball. .

These gifted players

‘achieved greatness without
a coach. The leaders. often -

advised the  “out. town”
coaches in making out the
lineups. Bven though the
great majority of the team
came from Emma, the line-
up reflected the better p]ay-
ers at the time,

You might wonder what‘

couid have been accom-

- plished by highly talented
players as Howard Burchett

and  Bill ‘Goebel if their
careers had been gmded by
& professional high school
baseball coach,

For my part as a member
of that rather storied team, I
was privileged to be among
them. I contributed from

. time to tirne and did a thing

or two; however, if I were to

‘mention my name as equals

to these hight schooi base-

" ball giants, I would be tak-

ing more than poetic license

-in such exaggeratlon. .
Other team - members

were Stuart Lafferty, Roger
Sprading and Don Willis.
To think, this team
accomplished all that with-
out spiffy attire. 1 believe
that the ‘48. version of
Prestonsburg baschall

{See Set, page cight)

yet
at,” said Brapham. “While play-

basketball at Pearl Hatbor, a
n.by the name of Pinson from
eville, took me out to the offi-
's club for dinner. He toid me
1 he and others in Pikeviile con-
ered me the greatest all-around
leté in.the mountains.”
Brapham said he had worked
d to get where he is today.

“There was no other way for '

;7 he said. “In Iife, your greatest
/5 are high school and college.”
Branham was the only player in
ntucky High School history to

ke All-State, All-Southern by

ymg in only three games " his
tior year. :
“In 1948 1 played in one Big

ady game and.still mad& At -Big
“BAEy U Bavelte:

"ldy P'.,h
nember only played in 13
nes in high school. I broke my

;. my sophomorg year against’
tfry I only played one game that .

i .
“I only played in two locsing
nes in high school, excluding
* freshman year. That year we
ty played three or four games. It
s ouy first team after the war, My
t year, I only played in three
qes”

Branham was a prolific rusner
{ was stopped from scoting a
whdown in only one high school
e ‘

Branham  says the . ‘47
sstonsburg team is stiff consid-
d today as the greatest team the
wkeats had,

“We were ranked sixth in the
te that year and, that year we
yed io games," he said. “Ten of
e gamés were on the road,
ach Eibner used to say, ‘When
1 lose on the road, it is a long
e home.” Well, we didn’t have
¢ long rides home.”

Branham tagged Pig Goodman

the toughest player to cizcle him.

Branham was All-Southem, All-
ite and All-Big Sandy in 1548,

was the Southeéast scoring
der in ‘47 and played on the
st/West All-Star game in “48. He

ned al the scoring records when'

left Prestonsburg High School in
H

made Ali-Conference in *52.

“My senior year in college, I
wanted to lead the nation in scor-
ing,” recalled Branham. “In the
first three games, | had eight touch-
downs and was way out in front.

“By the fourth: game, 1 pulled a.
ham string muscle, and i was aever
the same after that, When I left the

- University of Utah, I was the third

highest scorer in the school’s histo- -

£y. .

Branhant played in the pro bowl
in Canada until knee problems
sidelined him,

+ ] was doing good. until that
happened,” said Branham, “I lasted )
two vears in the Canadian league. I
loved it. I wished I could. have '

staycd ¥ 10ved Canada. I was treat

ference titles in*51, *52, 53 W’i&h a '
“best record of 8-2 in '53. '
“In 1953 we were 1o go io the

Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas,” said
Bragham, “but all the married

Mormon kids voted it down. But.

that was all right.”
Like mest football players,

Branham had his share of injuries,
. but he never begruéged the game .
~of football.

“Feotball has been so good to
me, and I woulcﬁ do it all over
again,” said Branham. “It’s been a
great, great ride.”

Branham was hailed as one of

the most talented backs to come out

of the state of Kentucky as well as
the college game.

Eart Ruby, Courier-Journal.
“Branham was. the greatest back in

.the state of Kentucky.”

The same was echoed by ‘writers
like Clafence Green, Harlan news-
paper and Norman Aiien Floyd
County Times.

Coach  Eibner imroduced
Branham as: “The greatest athlete I
have ever coached.” .

Ted Bennedict said, “Branham
is without a doubt the greatest high
school football player I have ever
seen.”

And who is the greatest ath]ete
that Branham has ever seen?

“He’s not white and he's not
hark ™ qaid  Rranham “Tha,

{Continued from page $ix}
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Sports Plus

The Floyd County Times

world’s greatest athlete was
Fim Thorpc.”.

- Branhdam. said he never
developed a love for the
game of baskethall like he
did for football and. base-
vall.

“It was because of the
ytdoors,” he
‘However, I did accomplish
iome things in basketball.”

It wasn’t until his junior
eason he began to exert

imself in basketball and -

“said. -

averaged 23 points 2 game
for Prestonsburg, with a
career-high 39 points in a
single  game. When
Branham left Prcstonsburg,
he had the record for most
poinés in a season.

In 1948 he was named {0
the All-Preseason, All-

District, All-Regional and .

was third team All-State in
1948. He was the MVP in
the ‘48 district tournament,

His seniof year (1949).

he was named to the
Iﬁdlana;’Kemucky Al§ Star
team. .

“Now that was pohncs
he said. “I never played a
game of basketbal that year
but was still selected, T am
the only man in‘history t0
do that."”

Bracham reasons his
naming had something to
do with Western Kenmcky
wanting him for both foot-

“ball and basketball,.

“When 1 left high
school, .only fwo players
had ‘been sélected — Ed
DeCoursey and mysclf I

When Br_nham T was
-named third team All-State,

he received more votes than

- Frank Ramsey, who later

starred at UK and then the
Boston Celtics.

“That made me feel even
better,” . said ~ Branham.
“When I went down for the

All-Star tzyout, 1 became
good friends with Frank.
He  still =~ lives . in
Madisonville and still asks
“Hek™ {Branham, cousin)
about me.’

Branham Tecalled play-
ing = against former
Kentucky great Ralph
Beard in an all-star game:

“I scored 16 poiats over
him and he tried every way

.in the world to get me fo go
to UK,” said Branham. “I

(Continued from page seveny

told him that I didn't like
basketball that well, and I

have made a ¢emmitment
“to Miami.

In 1948 the Pzestonsburg
Blackcats were never chal-

jenged as they rolled to the
champi-.

state  basebail
cnsinp They went through
36 games tnblemished and
the . state title.
“I am so glad to say that I
was part of that group,”
said Branham.

Kentuc

y Afield

>TEP OUTSIDE at
Vational Huntmg and
lq”zshmg Day '
,elebratwn

The .Kentucky Department of Fish and -
V:iéi:fe Resources” (KDFWR) Dr.:James’

*.Salat Wildlife Education Center is éel-
bzanng Nauonal Huating and Flshmg Day:

4 Saturday, ‘September 23,
#1999, from 10am-4pm, .
“It w:Ei be a famﬂy—armntcd day, with.”

. funiand_-education‘al ‘activitics designed to
introduce people, young and old. to the
.- outdoor spoits. while teaching them about

the zmportant role that hunting and fi shlng

play in, Kentucky s wildlife conservation.

programs. It's a perfect opportunity to
invite someone .yoi kiow ‘to STEP

- QUTSIDE!" said KDFWR Comxmssxoner' ’

Tom Bennett; o

Activities include archery, ﬁshzng, am—
inal calling, face painting, huniing demon-
strations and much more. New this year, a

- taxidermy competition and turkey ca]hrlg

COH[BSt

‘Down'

play ia wildlife conservation.

Natjonial Hunting and Fishing Day was

established by Congress in 1972, to recog-
nize the vital role that kunters and anglers

special license fees and excise taxes on

. their equipment, sportsmeén and sports-
_women contribute. over $3 million each

day - some $22 billion to date - to pay for

fand acqulszzmn, habitat improvement and

other wildlife programs.
These contributions have led to the dra-

-matic recovery of many species that have
" never been hunted, from chipmunks to
" gongbirds and eagles, as well as: gaume-.

s Plkevalie rurmar was brcught down against the Prestonsburg ;unior varsnty last week Prestonsburg posted &
=16 win over the Panthers. {photo: by Ed Taylor) ' .
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spemes such as the white- tailed. deer, elk

‘and wikd turkey. ‘
At the national level, ahns year's cele-

bration will focus on the values and enjoy-

ment associated with outdoor sports and B

encourage . everyone who loves the out-
doors to extend a “Natural Tnvitation to
STEP OUTSIDE" 1o friends, nexghbors
and family members,

For more
National Hunting and Fishing  Day
Celebrationat  the  Salato  Wildlife
Edueation Center, call 1 800~ 858 1549
or302-564- 7863

DALE -
GCONN IS
AVETER-
AN of offi-
ciatinga
he calis -
football,
basebal{

- and bas-
ketball. He
has been
one of the
"top official
in all three
sports,

" {photo by

" Ed Taylor)

information about the" .




